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An Unprecedented Opportunity to Pay Tribute to Vietnam Veterans

V

ietnam veterans are the backbone of our communities. They came home 50 years ago to widespread disrespect and
yet they initiated respect for all future war veterans. They tried to blend in as they built businesses, gave back, and
continued to love their country.

During the peak year of the Vietnam War 50th commemoration, your company has an opportunity to help find, thank,
welcome home, and repay these veterans. The vast majority don’t know they are appreciated, nor that they are due benefits,
which can result in millions of new federal dollars to these veterans in your state.

An Overdue Thank You Gift
The best way to honor Vietnam veterans is to remember and tell their story of service, duty, and sacrifice. In collaboration
with the Library of Congress, the Naval Historical Foundation, the Association of the United States Army, and the National
Association of State Directors of Veterans Affairs, their collective story was produced as a commemorative gift meant for all
Vietnam veterans to share with their family. This sponsored commemorative book A Time to Honor: Stories of Service, Duty and
Sacrifice with the accompanying feature documentary The Journey Home is a gift of gratitude to the Vietnam veteran, and a
strategic outreach tool to find and help veterans better understand how America would like to repay them for their service.
This free commemorative gift is intended for all seven million Vietnam veterans in the United States. Commemoratives are
customized for each state and include a governor’s message, a sponsor-specific message, and state-specific stories and narrative.

Gift Description
A Time to Honor commemorative gift includes:
A 176-page, archival-quality, hardbound book
A feature-length documentary on DVD
An interactive eBook.
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A Time to Honor is a compilation of first-hand photos and stories as told
by Vietnam veterans from all 50 states and all services of the military.
Oversight for accuracy and credibility of all stories in the publication
was provided by Colonel (ret) Ray Bluhm with the U.S. Army Historical
Foundation (AHF), and Dr. Ed Marolda, Chief Historian of the U.S. Navy for
nearly four decades.

“I strongly believe that this book
has a profoundly positive impact
on the veterans who have received
a copy of it. I have seen some of
them moved to tears with the
thoughtfulness of this gift. ...This
book has meant a lot to me and the
veterans that I serve.”

“Thank you for the book dedicated
to Vietnam War veterans... It really
touches the soul, the mind, and the
spirit of what that war was about
from a Soldier’s perspective. ...You
have given us the courage to look
back, to remember, and to regain
the strength we had lost.”

— Bernie Koehrsen
Director, Hardin County VA, Iowa

— John P. Rose
PhD, Vietnam Veteran
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Proven Success Creating Historical Commemoratives for Veterans
This Vietnam 50th gift initiative is based on the overwhelming successes of the Korean War 60th
Commemorative gift and the Desert Storm 25th Commemorative gift which were also published
by Remember My Service (RMS) Productions. Over half a million of these commemorative gifts
have already been distributed in cooperation with all state veterans agencies, local National Guard
Commands, and Veterans Service Organizations nationwide. The Korean and Kuwaiti people
funded these gifts as a “thank you” to American veterans. Unfortunately, there is no foreign sponsor
to fund a commemorative for the Vietnam War. Which is why we need your help.

Why it Matters to the Veterans and Their Families
For decades following the Vietnam War, corporations, media, and everyday Americans have kept
their distance from anything “Vietnam” because of the controversy surrounding the policies of that
war, not realizing that they had also turned their backs on the millions who answered the call to
serve their nation. More and more, Americans are realizing the disrespect shown to our Vietnam
veterans was a travesty and must be corrected. This gift avoids the politics and controversy of the
war by focusing on the stories of service, duty, and sacrifice. It pays tribute in the most meaningful of
ways: remembering their service by telling their collective story in a format that can be easily shared
and proudly displayed.
In addition to over seven million Vietnam veterans, there are an estimated 35 million surviving family
members of Vietnam veterans. Each has a significant emotional interest in the Vietnam story. Family members are especially
grateful to see their loved ones recognized, valued, and validated, and they will better understand the war experience through
the stories told in the book and documentary.

The Opportunity to Make a Difference
The commemorative gift is more than a token “thank you”—it is a meaningful gift that will be treasured by veterans and their
families for generations. Like all gifts, it depends on the generosity of others. As a sponsor, you can make it happen. You can
provide a substantive gift that pays tribute to fellow Americans and finally gives them the “welcome home” they so respectfully
deserve. Your message will be permanently featured in a family heirloom book that will be seen and shared for decades.
Your sponsorship benefits include:
Philanthropic recognition in your community for you or your organization
Tax-deductible contribution
Your message of gratitude to Vietnam veterans in the foreword section of the book
Hyperlinks to you or your organization’s website in the ebook
Video messages for more in-depth communications within the ebook
Participation in the distribution of the gift (as desired)
Involvement at all documentary screenings/events
Messages of gratitude included in the press release
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Program Costs
The cost to provide a commemorative gift is $12 per veteran, with a minimum publishing run of 20,000. Funding opportunities
can be configured in a variety of ways to meet the minimum contribution requirement including, but not limited to, exclusive
sponsorship, co-sponsorship with multiple organizations, and combined with state funding.
“What I didn’t expect was the impact that it had on our employees. The stories were numerous of tears and
hugs on the doorstep from these veterans or families of these veterans who were so touched by the effort that
is going on in their entire state…. The employees commented regularly to me that this was one of the greatest
things they’ve ever been involved with…To the employees it was a way for them to give back and it was a way
for them to be involved in something in their communities with the people in their communities…I can tell
you that in my career I never had an experience that was quite like this experience.”
– Ron Jibson, Former Chairman, President, and CEO
Questar Corporation (now Dominion Energy)
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Helping Your State and Your State’s Veterans
The A Time to Honor commemoratives have been effectively used to bring Vietnam veterans into state Veteran Affairs (VA)
offices where they discover the benefits they qualify for but were previously unaware of. Federal funds are awarded to states
according to the veterans in need of assistance. Once a state VA adds a qualifying veteran to their database, they can provide
assistance and benefits to that veteran. History has shown that many veterans need benefits—some desperately—to make
their lives better. This commemorative gift is a true outreach to help veterans get the help they need.
“The Vietnam Books have generated over 110 Vietnam veterans in my office to date. Of those, roughly 30%-35% were new
veterans coming into my office, 90% of which were able to file claims for service-connected disabilities. A true success story
from two of those were two brothers, both served in Vietnam, both just received word of being 100% service connected, with
retroactive payments of 34,000-40,000 per claim and now a monthly compensation of roughly $3,495.77. Both of their wives
have called us, emotional with joy, about how this has provided them the means to improve their living situation and security for
both of their spouses. Truly there is nothing more humbling than to help these veterans obtain the benefits they have earned, yet
had no idea were available to them, until they merely stopped into my office for the first time just to pick up a copy of this book. I
would say, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that these books absolutely were worth the effort that has gone into their creation and
distribution. Thank you for all that you’ve done..”
— Jennifer Olson, VA Iowa County

So far, five “beta phase” states have already distributed state-customized commemoratives. For example, Alaska was the first to
quantify the impact of increased federal disability benefits. The Alaska Veterans Affairs director estimated that over $1,000,000
new federal dollars came to the state as a direct result of the A Time to Honor commemorative gifts.
Utah has nearly completed distributing 47,000 commemorative gifts to its Vietnam veterans and their families through film
screenings, sponsor participation presentations, partner VSOs distribution, and many other opportunities. From 2015 when
the gift began to be distributed, through 2016, Utah saw a significant jump in federal benefits to the state for its Vietnam
veterans: From $440,000,000 to $499,000,000. The state Veterans Affairs office attributes this $59 million increase in large part
to the state’s invitation to Vietnam veterans to receive their commemorative gift at events, offices, or even in their home as
hundreds were personally delivered by the employees of Questar Corporation, one of the 3 private sponsors of the gift.
In Iowa and Mississippi, anecdotal reporting supports the same rough estimate of these numbers for their own state. Based
on early quantitative and qualitative data, it is apparent that this gift is highly effective in finding and bringing in significant
increases in the number of Vietnam veterans who qualify for VA benefits, thus increasing new federal dollars to the state for
its veterans.
“This has been huge for the Vietnam veterans in our county. We have handed out over 350 books, but along with every book,
we’ve done an interview with each and every veteran so they know about all the benefits they may be eligible for. During the
process that started last June and still going on today in our office, we are seeing new Vietnam veterans for the first time. This
book has really help us identify these veterans. … This book is a draw for outreach….”
— Brett McLain, Director Story County VA

Ready to Go
Five more states have identified funding and are in progress for publication. Thirty-five additional states have designed and
customized their editions and are only waiting on funding to print and distribute commemoratives to their Vietnam veterans.

In Conclusion
More than speeches, ceremonies, wreath-layings, pins and parades, A Time to Honor tells the collective story of the Vietnam
veteran as it should have been told all along. This commemorative will recognize, honor, and validate the Vietnam veterans in
our communities nationwide, as well as help educate all Americans about the real service, duty, and sacrifice of the 9 million
men and women who served during the Vietnam War era.
This is an unprecedented opportunity, one that will profoundly touch the hearts of veterans and their families for generations.
We invite you and your organization to consider taking a role in this gift of gratitude for your state’s veterans.
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